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Maidstone Baptist Church 
Knightrider Street, Maidstone, Kent. ME15 6LU 

Registered in England as a charity, no. 1128948   

 

Verse for the year 2026:-  

                “This is the confidence that we have in approaching God, if we ask  

                        anything according to His will, He hears us.” 1 John 5: 14 

 

Senior Minister: Rev. Nigel Riley                                            Mob: 07354 849933 

                                                                     e-mail: minister@maidstonebaptist.net 
 

Youth Pastor: Alastair Middlemist                                         Mob: 07876 335131  
                                                                          e-mail:youth@maidstonebaptist.net  
                                  
General Administrator: Helen Jones                           Tel/Ans/Fax: 01622 686013 

Church Office                               e-mail:office@maidstonebaptist.net 

 

Church Secretary:  Position vacant 
                                                                                

 

Church Treasurer: Barbara Williams                                        Tel: 01622 726006 
                                                                       e-mail:treasurer@maidstonebaptist.net 
 

                                            ********************* 
Church publications: 
 
Monthly notice sheet: 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Information for the notice sheet should be sent to the                        
                                                            General Administrator, c/o the church office. 
 

Monthly magazine: Knightrider Street News 

Editorial Deadline:         Second Sunday of previous month:20.00hrs by e-mail only 

Editor:  Paul Tebbutt                                       email: paul.tebbutt2015@gmail.com 

Knightrider Street News Postal Distributor:  

Mrs Sally Walters                                                                        Tel: 07944 639851 
 

Views and opinions expressed in KSN articles are those of individual contributors, 

and are not necessarily those of the Church leadership or editor. 
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Pastoral Visits: 
   
   At Maidstone Baptist Church we are happy to offer pastoral visits - for prayer, 

communion, or simply a chat. We can meet at church, in your home, or 

elsewhere, such as in a park or coffee shop. 
   
   If you feel this would be helpful, please speak to Nigel or Al, or to your 

Pastoral Leader. 
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   If I were to ask you about one story in the Bible - well-known 

by children and adults alike - which would it be? I'm guessing 

that many of you would say Noah's Ark. We find the story of 

Noah and the flood in Genesis chapters 6-9 and most of us 

know it well. 

 

     A quick précis: God saw the wickedness of man and wanted 

to destroy the earth - Genesis 6:6: “The Lord regretted that he had made 

human beings on the earth and his heart was deeply troubled." But God had 

seen Noah's faithfulness. He gave Noah instructions to build a boat, to save 

his family and two of each kind of animal. The rains and the floods came, 

everything was destroyed. The floods receded and Noah and everyone on 

the Ark was safe. God blessed Noah and his family and put a rainbow in the 

sky as a promise to never destroy the earth in a flood again. 
 

  So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have 

established between me and all life on the earth.” (Genesis 9:17) 
 

     But let's go back to the beginning of that story for a moment, to 

Genesis 6, when God gives Noah instructions on how to build the 

boat. You can imagine Noah sitting over the architectural drawings with 

a pencil tucked behind his ear and a tape measure round his neck. God 

gave precise dimensions, the type of wood to use, instructions on how to 

keep it water-tight, how many levels it should have, how to build the 

roof and where to put the doors. Noah, in his faithfulness, built it 

exactly to God's instructions - Genesis 6:22. He got all the animals and 

his family on board and then God shut them in - Genesis 7:16. 
 

     With the rains pouring all around them, with the cacophony of noise that 

there must have been, in the weariness of all his work, I wonder what Noah 

thought as God closed that door? Because for all the detail in God's plans 

for that boat, which Noah followed precisely, one crucial element was 

missing - how would they steer? There was no steering wheel or rudder, no 

sail, and certainly no engine. He would have no way to avoid trees, rocks or 

mountains as the waters rose. He couldn't turn into the waves to stop the 

boat tipping over. But this boat wasn't designed to be steered by human 

hands. It was designed to be a vessel of salvation, commanded by holy 

hands. 
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     When our lives feel like we are in choppy waters, when we are facing the 

storms that come our way, how often do we feel as though we are out of 

control? We may be desperately trying to steer our lives in one direction 

only to feel it all pushed the opposite way. These are the times that we need 

to follow Noah's lead. Let go of trying to steer your own ship and trust God. 

God is our Captain. He knows our route. He knows our destination. He will 

get us there safely. 
 

    As we move through Lent and look towards Easter, we are again reminded 

of Jesus's trials in the wilderness, his crucifixion and resurrection. 

As we reflect on God's salvation plan for each of us I pray that, as 

you face life's trials, you will put your trust in our Saviour Jesus, and 

choose to appoint him captain of your life.  

Nigel 
 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

 

Is God calling you to something BIG? 
 

      All Baptist Union churches have been asked to think carefully about those 

in their fellowship whom God might calling into leadership, whether as a 

deacon, preacher, worship leader or even potentially to explore the 

possibility of a larger ministry of some sort. This request seems particularly 

important in a growing and vibrant setting such as MBC. 
 

      We therefore plan to establish a WAYS group, which reminds us of a 

prayer many of us may at some stage have prayed - What Are You 

Saying, God? I envisage that we shall meet every 2-3 months to talk, pray, 

do some Bible study, and look at some possible resources and training 

materials, but we shall be shaped by God's leading and by those who join 

the group. 
 

     Indicating interest in the WAYS group implies NO commitment 

whatsoever, but do please talk to Nigel if you feel you want to explore 

these questions in greater depth. We already have two church members who 

are keen to join us! 

Nigel 
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Pastoral and Support Team 
 

    Yes - we are changing the name, because with various developments 

within the life of MBC (most importantly the huge growth in our fellowship 

over the last couple of years) we need to adjust how we do things! 
 

    The Senior and Youth Ministers (Nigel and Al) continue to make 

themselves available for prayer, conversation, Communion visits, etc, but 

for occasions where this is not practical or appropriate, we have for many 

years operated a team of church members who are available for gentle and 

accessible pastoral support - a chat, prayer, perhaps discussion about 

particular personal circumstances. But we are now making some changes to 

how this works. 
 

   We are moving away from a geography-based system in the hope of 

responding more swiftly and appropriately as needs arise. Anyone within 

our church fellowship who is wanting pastoral care or support is asked to 

make contact with Jane Gurnett, or with Nigel and Al - and one of us will 

get back to you. Of course anyone with a long-standing relationship with a 

previous pastoral leader is welcome to maintain that link. 
 

    If anyone else would like to join us in this important ministry, we would 

be delighted to explore this possibility. And please note that although our 

new name spells PAST, we look to the future with faith and gratitude! 
 

Nigel 
 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 

World Day of Prayer 
  All at MBC are invited to join a World Day of Prayer 

on Friday 6th March at 2pm at St. Nicholas 

Church (Poplar Grove, Maidstone ME16 0DE). Do please 

attend if you are able.  This is a regular event, and this 

year there is a Nigerian theme to the afternoon.  

Nigel 
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Prayer at MBC: 
 

     Prayer is central to the life of any church, and 

we continue to explore ways of raising the profile of prayer at MBC. In 

addition to all the ways in which we already express the prayer life at 

MBC, we are looking to extend our evening prayer meetings. The recent 

prayer breakfast on Jan 25th went well, and we hope to continue this 

approximately every 2 months. 
 

    And - starting soon after Easter - we hope to hold monthly evening 

prayer meetings on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays; we 

hope that this pattern will enable many more to participate.  
 

Please: 

 look out for further announcements about this 

 pray that this extension of ministry would be a blessed and exciting 

extension of our MBC ministries 

 consider whether YOU could help lead a prayer meeting, whether in 

person or on Zoom. We need those able to run the technical side of a 

Zoom meeting (it really isn't complicated, and we have ready-made 

instructions!) and those who are able to lead the prayer meeting 

itself: training will be offered to those who would like this. Do please 

contact Nigel to find out more!! 

Nigel 

 

      ------------------------------OOOOOOOOOOOOOO-------------------------- 

 

 

Deadline for April Knightrider Street News: 

Sunday March 8th 

Please e-mail contributions to the address on inside front cover 

No later than 20.00hrs on this date 
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ELECTION OF CHURCH OFFICERS AND DEACONS 2026 
      

There will be an election to fill vacancies for church officers and deacons at 

the Church Meeting on Sunday 22nd March, after the morning service. 

[Please note – this is a change to the originally advertised day and date]. 

Nominations for these vacancies opened on Sunday 8th February and will 

close on Sunday 8th March. Profiles of those nominated will be displayed 

on church noticeboards as soon after that as possible. 
   

 Since we do not currently have a church secretary, please contact Nigel, 

Alastair, Barbara or Nic to obtain a nomination form, to return completed 

forms or to ask any questions etc. about the role. Any nomination form 

returned by post MUST be received in the church office by Saturday 7th 

March.  
 

There will be three Officer vacancies:- 

 Treasurer: Barbara Williams is eligible to be re-elected if nominated 

and wishes to stand. 

 Church Secretary: this position is currently vacant. 

 Assistant Church Secretary: this position continues to be vacant. 
 

There will also be 5 vacancies for Deacons. 

The maximum number of church Trustees given in our Constitution is 12, 

plus our Senior Minister.  
 

Continuing Trustees will be:  

    Senior Minister (Rev. Nigel Riley), and 4 deacons (David Atilola,  

    Keith Burgess-Clements, Rachel Flemons, Dhan Kumari Rai). 
 

New Deacons and Officers take up their roles after the May AGM on 

Thursday, 21st May 2026. 
    

A form to request a postal vote, should you be unable to attend on 22nd  

March, can be obtained from Barbara or Nic and returned no later than 

Saturday 21st March. 
 

Other details can be found on pages 4&5 of the February 2026 KSN. 



KSN March 2026 

 

8 

 

BMS Birthday Scheme.  

 

March 5th                         David Frost 

March 8th                         Judith Woodbridge 

March 19th                       Arthur Vigar 

March 22nd                       Helen Harman 

Happy Birthday to you all! 

 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

Upcoming events:- 
 

 

More details to follow but add it to your 

diary as these mornings have proved to be    

        wonderful times of prayer, 

          praise and fellowship. 
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Monday 11th – Thursday 14th May 2026 

                    Time: 7.30pm 

       Venue: Salvation Army Citadel 
         
             Speaker: Nigel Styles 
 

    Book the dates now and come join other         

    Christians from across the town to enjoy 

fellowship, share worship and hear God’s word. 

 

Nigel will be speaking on  

 

‘Remember to Remember’ –  

2 Peter helps us to wait for the King. 
  

  Nigel has been involved in church leadership for over 40 years 

(most recently as Senior Minister of Emmanuel Church, Bramcote, 

Nottingham), and he was then Director of the Cornhill Training 

Course (training preachers) in London for eight years. 

   

 He is now Director of Cross Connections, a UK charity that funds 

Bible-training initiatives all over the world. His role is to champion 

expository preaching, and to train and support those leading Cross 

Connections Worldwide Hubs. 
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    March 2026 
 

 

 

Sun 1st    Let us remember today, the first of the month, the uncertainty that   

               is going on around us in this country and abroad: the violence and   

               killings on our streets with knife crime and the turmoil of those     

               suffering in Ukraine. 

 

Mon 2nd  Pray today for those within our church family who are struggling   

               in their daily life.  Pray for comfort and solace and inner peace as   

               we navigate this period in time. 

 

Tue 3rd    May we pray today for strength to keep going even when things    

                seem impossible: so much death, so much pain, so much sadness,   

                so much brokeness in society - and the loss of loved ones as a  

                result of fighting and national unrest. 

 

Wed 4th   Pray for those who have recently been bereaved or have loved  

                ones near to death, as tears are shed and grief is so painful. 

 

Thur 5th   Remember families in the church, those with young  children 

                and those with teenagers, at a time when growing up in a high    

                technological and digital age is a real challenge for safety online. 

 

Fri 6th      Pray for Nigel, Alastair and the senior team as they lead the  

                church and those who will be taking up new roles in the church   

                after the deacons election. 

 

Sat 7th     Pray for our music group who lift up their instruments and voices        

               in praise to our God each week as they gather together. 
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Sun 8th    Let us pray for our youth who are contemplating new careers and                    

               taking exams which will influence their future pathways. 

 

Mon 9th  Today let us focus our attention on Global mission and Home   

               Mission, reaching out to all who need to hear the Good News of   

               our Saviour. 

 

Tue 10th  Pray for our brothers and sisters who are suffering persecution    

               simply because they are Christians in this country or abroad. 

 

Wed 11th May we pray for wisdom in the words we speak and the actions                  

                we take with our colleagues as we are in the workplace, school or   

                college each day.  

                 

Thur 12th Pray for the important work being done   

                at Archbishop Courtenay School and the 

                outreach program involved there. 

 

Fri 13th    Pray for our government under Sir Kier Starmer as he leads the 

                country through this turbulent time negotiating with world leaders                 

                from East to West. 

 

Sat 14th    Pray for our elderly members who may be feeling so isolated due   

                to personal health needs and long term conditions. 

 

Sun 15th   Pray also for those who are in residential care and nursing homes 

                 receiving 24 hour care, particularly at this time when sickness     

                 and infections are always a concern. 

 

Mon 16th  Pray for the church leadership team and the deacons as they meet   

                 and plan for the future. 

 

Tue 17th   Let us pray for the local hospitals and social services here in Kent 
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as they continue to work together to meet all kinds of needs.  

 

Wed 18th  Pray for all those who are involved in local mission       

                 outreach here in Maidstone and beyond and for the   

                 ‘Churches Together’ in Maidstone. 

 

Thur 19th  Let us pray again for the Boys’ and Girls’ brigade as   

                 they continue to deliver projects near and far and their           

                 community work. 

 

Fri 20th     Pray for our Street Pastors and all the volunteers as they go out    

                 in support of people in town on Saturday night. 

 

Sat 21st     Remember in our prayers today those who used to come to the   

                 Friday coffee morning. Pray that the fond memories of that time   

                 will linger in their thoughts. 

 

Sun 22nd   Pray for our local schools and colleges as they prepare for a   

                 Summer term, that all the support they need will be available. 

 

Mon 23rd  Pray for anyone who may feel unfulfilled and saddened or   

                 anxious about life and find it hard to speak to someone. 

 

Tue 24th   Today may we pray about those feelings we sometimes get when   

                 we are fearful and troubled in spirit and unsure if we will make it   

                 to the end. 

 

Wed 25th  Let us remember in prayer the homeless people who are still   

                 sleeping rough and have no fixed abode. 

 

Thur 26th  May we pray for the regions around the world still under the   

                 control of dictators and extremists, that human compassion will   

                 rule at all times, remembering recent events in Iran. 
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Fri 27th    Pray for aid agencies such as Save the Children and the Red   

                Cross in their work for the afflicted areas around the world  

                savaged by floods and earthquakes. Also for the suffering of the   

                people in Gaza and Palestine as war continues. 

 

Sat 28th    Remember to pray for our wider church family here in Kent and 

                the other church groups who meet and pray here in Maidstone;     

                for unity in spirit and truth. 

 

Sun 29th   Let us pray for those who are without   

                work at this time and still looking for   

                employment at a time when so many   

                businesses have suffered loss of trade. 

 

Mon 30th May we pray for anyone who is experiencing workload pressures   

                and stress in the workplace due to the demands of their             

                organisation. 

 

Tue 31st   Pray for those who are being bullied, victimised or harassed in    

                the workplace that they will be supported and encouraged. 
 

 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

                                              

          2nd Maidstone Girls' Brigade     

        & 1st Maidstone Boys' Brigade 
 

 

It’s been another busy, fun term for all our groups. 
 

  The Anchor Boys & Explorers topics have included prayer, God’s 

Treasure, Daniel and the Lions Den and emotions. They have looked at 
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monsters, robots, pirates and emoji’s to help explore these themes and have 

made slime, created robots with marshmallows and learnt the fingers 

prayer. 

 

     The Juniors sessions have included topics on Fairtrade, inventions and a 

healthy heart and their times have included quizzes, challenges, cooking, 

and games. 

 

     The older groups continue to do a variety of topics sometimes discussion 

based, sometimes more practical but hopefully challenging them to think 

further about themselves, the wider world and the community in which we 

live as well as just having fun. Their sessions have included team work 

challenges, looking at some of the Parables and thinking about trust. The 

older young people have been preparing and leading some of their sessions 

themselves. 

 

   Plans for our Camp Amazing weekend and fun day over the early May 

bank holiday are starting to come together. 
 

  Date to note : We will once again be holding a Fund Raising Barn Dance 

at Boxley Abbey - this year on Saturday 27th June 2026. Look out for 

details soon. 

 

   Don’t forget that we would always be pleased to welcome new members 

(aged 5 and above) to any of our groups. Do get in touch with Alastair or 

myself if you would like further information. 

 

   Please continue to remember the Brigade staff and young people in your 

prayers as they meet week by week – we do really value your support and 

interest. 

 

Jane Haslam 

mbc-415@highg.net 
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   CLEANING STREETS AND          

     CHANGING HEARTS IN  

             SOUTH SUDAN 

 

How a women-owned waste management business is transforming  

throw-away culture into long-lasting change in Juba. 

 

   Beyond the well-known challenges of conflict and poverty in South 

Sudan, a quieter emergency is growing: environmental damage and 

pollution. 

 

Meet Alice Sabuni CEO of EcoClean 

*First African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for her 

work as a political and environmental activist. 

 

   With funding from Tearfund, she started EcoClean, a women-

owned waste management company focused on improving health 

and livelihoods through sustainable recycling. In Juba, South Sudan, 

EcoClean is creating radical change by cleaning up the streets, 

giving informal waste pickers dignified employment, and working to 

change people’s mindsets on environmental issues. 

 

    If you met Alice, you would immediately sense her determination 

to care for God’s creation. Her passion is contagious. But that wasn’t 

always the case... 

 

   Born in Juba, South Sudan, Alice fled with her family during the 

civil war. She grew up in refugee camps in Uganda, and later moved 

to the US as a teenager. ‘In my second year at medical school, I met 

Dr Wangarĩ 
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Maathai*,’ says Alice. ‘She talked about the environment, and this is 

where it all ignited for me. I came home and said, ‘I’m changing my 

degree to environmental science.’’ 

  When Alice returned to Juba, she saw the issues of pollution, poor 

waste management, and tree cutting, and felt compelled to do 

something about it. ‘If I don’t do it, who will?’, Alice said. ‘There’s not 

a lot of people working in the environmental sectors, and I really 

want to see an impact. And that’s how EcoClean got birthed.’ 

 

The rubbish problem in South Sudan 
 

  With no official bodies to manage medical waste or recycling, most 

rubbish is openly dumped, creating major risks to health and the 

environment. 

 

  ‘We’re a single-use country,’ explains Alice. ‘Five to six million 

water bottles are created every day, and they’re not going anywhere. 

We’re at the source of the river, and the waste goes straight there. 

There’s no recycling facility.’ 

 

  Because South Sudan is facing extreme poverty and multiple 

crises, environmental issues are often overlooked by the 

government and its people. 

 

  ‘Somebody will be drinking water in their car and just throw the 

empty bottle out the window,’ Alice explains. ‘Or they’ll be walking 

along and throwing their rubbish on the ground. So there’s a lot of 

awareness that needs to happen.’ 

 

  Tearfund shares in Alice’s belief that in South Sudan, and around 

the world, we must address environmental issues alongside other 

challenges, to avoid them becoming an even greater problem down 

the line. 
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‘We see the impact very slowly,’ says Alice. But the signs of 

progress along the way encourage EcoClean and its employees to 

keep going. ‘When I look at Juba, I feel like the streets are cleaner. 

Women know how to clean!’ she laughs. ‘But I would really advocate 

for more women to run waste management companies.’ 

 

From throw-away culture to long-lasting change 
 

     EcoClean is committed to creating lasting environmental and social 

change in South Sudan in a number of ways: 

 Recycling – Setting up the country’s first plastic recycling plant 

and medical waste treatment and disposal sites. 

 Innovation – Kickstarting a farming project that involves 

rearing flies to convert organic waste into low-cost, sustainable 

animal feed. 

 Sustainability – Manufacturing eco-friendly products such as 

plastic lumber, boats, and construction materials. 

 Business – Starting a plastic Buy Centre, run by women and 

youth, to collect plastic for recycling and selling. 

 Giving back to the community – Paying school fees for 

around 300 local students each year and regularly distributing 

food to community members in need. 

 Empowering women – Creating more jobs and income for 

women, by hiring 65 per cent women for future plastic-sorting 

projects. 

 

Alice adds, ‘right now, we’re also working with Tearfund to support 

informal waste pickers and help them earn a living. Usually what 

they earn is very small, and the conditions are horrific. But because 

we are a business, we can pay them a fair wage and show them 

dignity and respect for the work they’re doing.’ 
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Pray for South Sudan 

 Pray for the hearts and minds of people in South Sudan to 

change – especially for lawmakers and those in positions of 

power, that they would start to see environmental issues as an 

urgent priority. 

 Pray for better legislation to make clean streets the norm in 

South Sudan. 

 Pray for Alice, her colleagues, and their ongoing work at 

EcoClean, as they aim to hire more women and send more 

children to school. 

 

Lydia Lewis 

26 January 2026 

Tearfund, 100 Church Road, Teddington, TW11 8QE 

Tel:0203 906 3906    info@tearfund.org 

 

--------------------------OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO------------------------------ 

 

 

WORLD WATCH LIST #1 –                                

            NORTH KOREA 

 

Messages from secret believers in North Korea  
 

   When the latest World Watch List was released earlier this month, 

it wasn’t a surprise to see North Korea again topping it. Life for North 

Korea’s secret believers remains extremely dangerous and it’s made 

harder by a devasting humanitarian crisis that continues to affect the 

wider population – one that is largely ignored by the regime as it 

seeks to strengthen its self-reliance as well as its strategic position 

on the world stage.   
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Cold, dark streets  
 

      “The economic situation of North Korean residents is truly dire,” 

says a believer. “The streets are dark, and the citizens are 

suffering greatly in hunger. The government’s constant emphasis on 

self-reliance as the only way to survive makes North Koreans feel 

utterly hopeless about their future.”  

 

  Another secret believer shares, “The newspapers and television 

loudly proclaim that new factories and workplaces provided by the 

government are producing goods necessary for the people’s daily 

lives. However, in reality, many factories are not operating.”  

 

  Other messages emphasise the poor health conditions. North 

Korea is deep in its winter season (December to March), January 

being the coldest month with temperatures that can reach as low 

as ten degrees Fahrenheit (-23 degrees Celsius).  

 

   “Recently, there was a large temperature difference between day 

and night, which caused widespread flu and respiratory infectious 

disease,” one believer explains. “Especially those who are aged or 

young can catch flu more easily as their immune system becomes 

weak. Here, it is a great problem to catch a cold because medicines 

sold in markets are not only very expensive but also are in very 

small quantities.” 

   

 Once again, the façade of life in North Korea versus the reality 

creates resentment and confusion. “In a pharmacy, you only see 

what is displayed, but no actual medicines are available for sale,” 

another message reveals. “As a result, people endure the illness 

without proper treatment, or rely on folk remedies, such as boiling 

radish and ginger with sugar sprinkled on top, or adding sugar to 
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ginger juice and mixing it into hot water as a substitute for 

medicine.”  
 

Flourishing faith   
 

  And yet, seemingly against all impossibility, faith in Jesus continues 

to flourish. Like most of the messages that Open Doors receives 

from secret believers, words of scripture, gratitude and praise reveal 

a church with a deep faith and resolve to cling to the gospel. “With 

an unchanging and steadfast faith in the Lord, we have come to 

deeply realise that we must never abandon our faith in Christ,” says 

a believer. “Even if it costs us our life. We have to stand firm for the 

truth of God’s Word.”  
 

  Another message refers to God’s promises in Isaiah 43:2-3: “When 

you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass 

through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk 

through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you 

ablaze.” The believer adds, “We give thanks and praise to Him who 

has granted us hope in this autumn after the heavy 

rains and intense heat of summer, who has kept us 

as the apple of His eye, and who is ever with us 

through His abiding presence, Immanuel.”  
 

  It’s through faithful support and prayers that God’s 

presence is so often felt. “Your unimaginable warmth and thoughtful 

actions have touched our lives profoundly, permeating every corner 

of our daily existence and flowing into us like air, becoming an 

inexhaustible source of strength,” says a believer.  “We still exist 

thanks to your prayers and support,” says another believer.   

 

Please pray 

 Give thanks to God for the remarkable resilience of our North 

Korean family, and the blessing your support is to them  
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 That God will provide for North Korean Christians and their 

fellow citizens   

 That the situation in North Korea will improve and that the 

church will hold on to the gospel. 

 

WORLD WATCH LIST #3 – YEMEN 
 

   Christians in Yemen are facing an unprecedented crackdown, 

with more than 50 believers detained since the beginning of the 

year. “Most of the people that I was always in contact with are now 

imprisoned,” shares an Open Doors partner. 

Majed* is acutely aware that he could also be taken – and that’s why 

he’s preparing for it. “I’m trying to memorise as many Bible passages 

and verses as possible. I want to be a walking Bible, so that 

wherever I’m taken, I can share about Jesus,” he says. 

“Yemen needs light; it has been living in darkness for decades,” he 

adds. “Pray that change may happen. Pray that what is happening 

now will open the eyes of my dearly beloved Yemenis. May they 

realise that there are Christians in Yemen who believe in Jesus. May 

our struggles push them to believe in Him.” 
 

How are Christians persecuted in Yemen? 
 

 Christians in Yemen continue to endure a highly unstable 

condition of life, with threats from both authorities and family. 

Believers whose faith is discovered by their family could be 

forced into divorce or separated from their children. 

 Converts from Islam could face the death penalty for apostasy, 

creating an environment in which many feel forced to keep their 

faith secret. 

 Islamist extremist groups attack Christian communities, 

meaning that if those who gather in secret are discovered, they 

face grave consequences. 
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Why are Christians persecuted in Yemen? 
 

 The general state of insecurity and humanitarian crisis in 

Yemen leaves Christians especially vulnerable – emergency 

aid is usually distributed through mosques to local Muslims, 

who may discriminate against those who are not devout 

Muslims. 

 The rule of law is generally weak across Yemen, increasing the 

dangers encroaching on believers. 

 Non-Islamic faith groups cannot register with the authorities, 

nor can their places of worship. Many are ransacked or 

destroyed. 

 

Who is particularly vulnerable in Yemen? 

 In the south, fractured governance and Islamist extremist 

groups pose continuous threats to Christians. In the Houthi-

controlled north western regions, pressures are particularly 

severe – these areas are heavily policed, dissent is brutally 

repressed, and Christian converts who are discovered could 

face arrest and torture. 

 Christian women experience increased harsh treatment if their 

faith is exposed, including abuse, forced marriage and even so-

called ‘honour’ killings, as Yemen’s penal code grants leniency 

to perpetrators. Many feel spiritually isolated because of the 

repression they endure and their frequent inability to enjoy 

fellowship with others. 

 In the war-torn environment of Yemen, Christian men could be 

forcibly recruited into militias, some even as young as 13. If 

discovered, converts from Islam could lose their job, be 

imprisoned or even killed. Once taken from their families, their 

homes are especially vulnerable financially. Many Christian 

men choose to flee the country. 
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What has changed in Yemen in the past year? 
 

 The experience of believers in Yemen remains much the same 

and 2025 has seen several harsh attacks against believers – as 

one Christian leader explains, “Not a single year has passed 

without a major incident – each time the church is left shaken 

and gripped by fear. 

 An extremist-backed media campaign targeted Christian 

leaders, inducing increased hostility towards Christians and 

risks to their lives. It has also meant that many believers have 

ceased meeting together because of the pressures, and some 

have fled the country. Zahra* says, “The fact that we still meet 

is a miracle. I do not deny that I am sometimes afraid. I still say, 

I might leave the house one day and not come back – not only 

me, but also my brothers and sisters.” 

 Nevertheless, God continues to build His church in Yemen – 

there are signs of steady growth in numbers of believers and 

faith, largely owing to the persevering witness of their loved 

ones. 
 

*Name changed for security reasons 
 

A prayer for Yemen 
 

   Lord Jesus, strengthen our brave brothers and sisters in Yemen, 

and fill them with Your peace. May each day bring word of Your 

unfailing love (Psalm 143:8). Deepen their faith, increase their 

courage, and make them ever sensitive to Your comforting and 

guiding voice. Protect them, provide for every need, and create fresh 

opportunities for fellowship. We join with our brother Majed in 

praying that You open the eyes of Yemenis to see You, and may the 

resilient faith of our Yemeni family compel others to follow You. 

Bring peace, stability and provision to this nation, we pray. Amen. 

Tim, Open Doors Team 

27 January 2026 
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Regular Sunday Meetings.  

   

Every Sunday:     10.30hrs  In-person Worship at Knightrider Street 
    

Services are also streamed on YouTube when possible. 

 

Please Note: For safeguarding reasons photography and/or moving image 

recording, using any type of device, is NOT permitted in the church 

without prior permission. 

 
 


